Minutes

OCA Board Meeting

August 4. 2008

Home of Alice and John Sheffield

Present:  LaDonnah Roberts, (VP), Linda Albritton (Sec), John Sheffield (Treas), Alice Sheffield (17th St.), Donald Brown (Dearing), Rocky Cicateilla (Sherwood Dr.), Linda Ford (7th St.), Bryan Chandler (School Board), Councilman Lee Garrison, Mike Dodson and Josh Cirulnick, SGA  

LaDonnah Roberts called the meeting to order.  The June minutes were approved

Old Business:

Historic Preservation Commission

A cease and desist order was given to curtail the building of a 6 foot privacy fence in the front yard of a house on 7th St.

 Quiet Zone for Railroad Crossing 

LaDonnah Roberts has gathered all of the information for this proposal and is in       contact with TDOT.  Councilman Garrison suggested she meet with TDOT to work out final details for a proposal and then Councilman Tinker can be contacted to convene a transportation committee meeting of the city council to look at the proposal and make a recommendation to the City Council.  Various organizations in the city have been contacted and will add letters of support to this proposal.  

Occupancy concerns


There is continuing concern about enforcement of the density ordinance and what


information must be gathered to have a valid case for density violation.

Standing Committees


Social Committee

A tentative date was set for the fall picnic, Oct. 19.

School Board


Bryan Chandler reported that the city school system may have to dip into

reserves to fund some programs because of the short fall of monies expected from the state.  Principals for the magnet K-8 program are

making plans  for curriculum and working on the application process.  This application process should be ready for approval in December.

A new financial officer for the system has been hired.  The new Southview K-8 school construction is on schedule for completion for the opening of the 09-10 school year.  This will vacate the Tuscaloosa Middle School building for the magnet K-8 program. Enrollment is around 10,000.

 City Council Report

Bryant Dr. project is progressing.  Lights are going up, old utility poles will come down soon.  It is expected to be open for traffic by Sept. 6, the first home game,

Decorative signage will begin to appear first in the downtown campus

area and then in other areas as funds become available.  

Queen City will remain open while infrastructure work is done on 21st Ave.

The closing of  Sherwood Dr. at Riverside Dr. is coming before the City Council. A motion was made for a Resolution of support for this proposal.

The motion was made by Rocky Cicatiello and seconded by Linda Ford.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The Queen City University Blvd. buffer zone proposal is coming before the City Council as well as the River Walk Place development. 

       
SGA

Hannah home has been contacted and will drive through streets in the campus area to pick up usable items students are discarding, August 4-8.

Crimson Watch Safety Program

August 18th UA Police will hold a seminar for block captains to train them how to organize neighborhood meetings. These captains will organize student meetings in the campus area neighborhoods.  OCA will provide refreshments. Linda Ford is working on this project.  Door hangers will be placed on houses August 19th.  Crimson Watch signs will go up in the campus area. 

August 17th two campus buses will take students on a tour of Tuscaloosa.  The Preservation Society is participating and will be pointing out important places in our city’s heritage.

September 3 is Get on Board Day at the U of A.  Booths will be set up to introduce students to ways of becoming involved on and off campus. 

New Business:
August 12th is the preliminary hearing for the break in incident that occurred on Mrytlewood.  Members are encouraged to attend Judge Quin’s courtroom, at 2:00 PM on August 12.

In a safety meeting with police officers, Myrtlewood residents were encouraged to keep porch lights on at night.

John Sheffield made a motion to recognize retiring Chief Swindle with a Resolution of thanks from OCA.  The motion was seconded by Mike Dodson and passed unanimously.  It was suggested that Chief Swindle be invited to our September Board Meeting. It was also suggested that we invite the new Chief to our annual meeting in October.

There was a discussion of names and Greek letters on windows being a safety issue.  Mike Dodson will take this concern to Panhellenic..  A suggestion was made to explore the possibility of the banning of Greek letters becoming a standard adopted by sororities and fraternities. 

Finance Report 

John Sheffield reported there is $565.92 in checking and $7,620.68 in Savings.

The next OCA Board Meeting will be on September 8th at Hannah and Don Brown’s home on Dearing Place.

