Minutes

OCA Board Meeting

February 5, 2008

Home of Jeannie Guthrie

Present: Robert Reynolds (Pres.), LaDonnah Roberts (VP), Linda Albritton (Sec.), John Sheffield (Treas.), Donald Brown, (Chairman/Dearing), Rocky Cicatiello (Sherwood), Jimmy Cochrane (Audubon), Steve Davis (Third St.), Jeannie Guthrie (Social Chair), Edward Guy (Pinehurst), Mark Hicks (University Circle), Razma Lazda-Cazers (3rd St.) Ted Miller (Druid City), Jon McClelland (Alaca), Dennis Stanard, Mickey Ursic (College Park), Councilman Lee Garrison

Robert called the meeting to order. The January minutes were approved.

Old Business

Historic Preservation Commission Report


John McLelland reported that the staff has proposed buffer status for the property


on the souteast corner of University Boulevard and Queen City Avenue which 


which is currently surrounded by property with historic designation.  The staff is 

also proposing buffer status for the shopping center adjacent on Queen City Ave.

which is currently designated historic. 


There was discussion about work being done in historic districts without permits


of particular concern to the HP Commission is replacement of window s that 


don’t meet the criteria stated in the HP Guidelines. Robert suggested that the HP



commission staff be asked to send letters to window and siding contractors 


reminding them of the standards to be followed when doing work in historic


Districts. 

Standing Committees


Social


The date for the spring picnic was set for May 18th on Monnish Dr.


Jeannie Guthrie will contact Celeste Burnum.  The time will be 5:00 


PM with the option of staying for a movie to be shown on 


Alaca’s new big blow up screen.


Long Range Planning


LaDonnah Roberts reported on the possibility of using federal guidelines


for train silencing during the night hours. 

A newsletter will be formatted and sent to members and others as a communication tool as well as a membership recruitment tool.  This will go out quarterly, issues to coincide with fall and spring picnics, Walk About and Annual Meeting. This would be an official way of letting all members as well as other residents know about the work of OCA and Neighborhood Associations.

Communications

Linda Albritton reported about website being down, it appears to be up 

and running again. The new email for OCA originalcityassociation@gmail is working and the email list has been updated.

City Council



Lee Garrison is continuing to move the “garbage cart” ordinance forward.

The proposed new ordinance would require garbage carts to be moved back as far as the house so as not to be visible from the street. 

Bryant Dr. project has begun. There will be funding for decorative signs 

in all historic districts .  The design has been copied from an original historic sign. 

Front yard parking ban proposal at this time will be for historic districts

and areas with a “neighborhood plan”  which includes Alberta City, Forest Lake and the University area.  Alleys in the city will be surveyed and upgraded in an effort to make parking in the rear of houses more appealing.

The sewer problems on 9th and Queen City have occurred because of old degenerating lines as well as sewers being hooked together from house to house.  This is common in the older parts of town. Lee suggested the city develop a policy as to define the city/homeowner responsibility. 

To slow traffic on 13th Street, the city will make the intersection at 13th St. and 16th Ave. a three way stop with a landscaped traffic circle.

New Business


Rezoning of Queen City Avenue and University Boulevard

Mickey Ursic and Dennis Stanard asked that OCA oppose the removal of the shopping center adjacent to College Park from College Park Historic District.  They stressed the importance of Historic Preservation Commission design review for any structure on that property.

Donald Brown made a motion for a Resolution from OCA to support the southeast corner of Queen City and University Boulevard to be designated historic buffer zone with the adjacent shopping center on the east side of Queen City to remain in the College Park Historic District.  Jeannie Guthrie seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Linda Albritton, Jon McClelland and Robert Reynolds abstaining.  

OCA Email Alert

Robert suggested we have a visible “electronic banner” to alert members about important meetings.  

Third Street House Expansion

Third Street residents asked that OCA not take a position on this issue. John Sheffield, Chair of the ZBA, at the January meeting requested that Donald Brown serve as a mediator to help neighbors resolve differences about the proposed addition to a home on the corner of Queen City and Third Street.

Robert Reynolds, Linda Albritton, Jon McClelland John Sheffield and Donald Brown abstained from discussion of this issue.

A room at Focus will be used for this process on Wednesday evening February 6. OCA will pay the expense of renting the room.

Sherwood/Guild’s Wood Dr. closing

Rocky Cicatiello reported that neighbors had met with Joe Robinson to discuss closing these two neighborhoods to through traffic. These neighborhoods were built as closed loops but later accessed Jack Warner Parkway with street additions. Traffic has greatly increased with the expansion of enrollment at the University causing the residents to have continuing concerns about safety. For that reason they would like to return to neighborhoods closed to “through” traffic. 

Treasurer’s Report

John Sheffield reported there is  $6,70.37 in savings and $560.67 in checking.

